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Editor’s Letter - Working Toward Utopia - ECCE Speaking
at a Glance - The Communicative English Teaching Test
(CETT) - O ORFEAS...omv EMnvoapepkaviki ‘Eveoan
- Preparation Course for the Communicative English
Teaching Test (CETT) - Announcements.

Editor’s Letter

We hope that you have already received the good news that the ECPE will now be
administered twice a year. As from 2007, the Preliminary Test will no longer be
required for candidates who wish to sit for the ECPE, however the English Language
Institute/ELI, University of Michigan will produce one preliminary test a year for schools
which wish to use it for screening purposes. This will be available free of charge. The
ECPE will be administered as scheduled in March 2007 and again in November 2007.
Further good news is that the Hellenic American Union will be administering the ECPE
throughout the whole of Greece after the March 2007 sitting.

o, We're also pleased to announce that ELI has appointed a new Director of Testing, Dr. Gary Buck,
j who is well known in the field of testing. He did his Ph.D. at the University of Lancaster and has had a
very successful career in Testing Development prior to his appointment in Michigan. Dr. Buck will be focusing
on quality in test development and research which will contribute to the validity and reliability of all the tests developed
by ELI. Plans have already been made by ELI to work on research related to the ECPE, which will be conducted in Greece in the next
few months.

Regarding the tests developed by the Hellenic American University and administered by the Hellenic American Union, a major research

project has just been completed for the ALCE, linking the test by specifications and standardization to the CEFR at C1 level./A report

has been submitted to the Council of Europe and which will in due course be published as a case study, together with other.case studies
conducted by testing organizations in Europe and the US.

We have also begun a series of seminars, mainly in Northern Greece. These seminars include presentations on writingfor the ECPE and speaking

skills for the ECCE. The third presentation was on the new test for teachers, Communicative English Language Teaching Test (CETT) which had

its first administration in January. At the seminars, materials are being distributed for ECPE writing and ECCE speaking and sample questions for the

CETT. Please call the Examination Services Center Tel: 210 3680900. If you did not manage to attend these seminars, we would be happy to send the
materials to you.

The logon is a very useful form of communication for us to give you updates and new developments concerning the examinations, but in each issue we also try to
provide some food for thought for teachers, either by reporting on classroom research or ideas for teaching. This issue of the logon includes a very creative piece
of writing by one of our teachers, Lily Niarchou. Lily is an exceptional teacher who has a wealth of knowledge about Greek philosophy which she uses to stimulate
class discussion in English with advanced students. It’s worth reading for ideas on developing.speaking skills in the classroom, but it also provides an opportunity
for us to reflect on what the really important issues in life are in the midst of chaos. | hope Lily’s ideas are as inspiring to you as they were to me.

Christine Irvine — Niakaris
Director of the Center for Applied Linguistics and Language Studies
Hellenic American Union
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Workinghlioward

Lily Niarchou is a very experienced and talented teacher who uses her creative
writing skills and knowledge of Greek philosophy to enrich her students’ language
learning experience at the HAU. She wrote the following personal thought
provoking reflections in response to a series of integrated skills lessons on the
topic of Utopia presented in the students’ course book, North Star Advanced by
Longman.

Level: 420 (Upper Intermediate)
Topic: Working Toward Utopia

As if learning English weren’t hard enough already, the students had been asked
to describe their ideal world, to solve all the world’s injustices, and to do it all
in English! Isn’t it unfair to demand of students Utopia, which by definition is a
world that does not exist? Nevertheless, we found that we could not let go of our
dream of a better world. “Give up your dream, you die.” So, the first step is to
imagine it. The second is to sit down and methodically plan it. The third is to pray
for it: “On Earth as it is in Heaven...”

And so, the students set about the task. Eleni and Evangelia began writing down
long lists of priorities. Kostas came to the realization that more research was
needed. Pandelis shared with the class a rather disturbing documentary he had
seen about harsh child labor conditions in the diamond mines of some developing
country. “But,” he argued, “if young people are clever, they will study hard, get

B.A.s, and become corporate executives who will deserve to get 500 times the
amount a normal worker gets.” Nick was so kind as to remind us that “deserve”
has nothing to do with it. Life’s unfair. “Do you know how many young people
come out with B.A.s only to join the ranks of the unemployed and shattered
dreams?”’ Aspasia mentioned that Utopia exists in the minds of all people as
hope: It is the hope of things unseen that someday should be materialized.
Angela placed emphasis on the vital role of imagination and creativity in society.
Who will do the accounting in Utopia? Popi volunteered her services in the work
she is already doing. Georgia, with her expertise as a nursery school attendant
who loves her job and adores children, was volunteered to take care of the future
generations of Utopia and nurture their tender dreams. Theoni said that the group
of people she would gladly exile from our Utopia is the politicians, with all their
tedious arguments and corruption. Sophia searched her mind and in the end said
nothing. But that’s 0.K. We need not be afraid of thoughtful silences. Her name
after all means “Wisdom”.

George smiled confidently and said that it was really very simple. He came up
with this brilliant plan to raise money for the very valid needs Utopians would
have. For it must not be forgotten that the human condition is really very fragile.
“Taxes?” asked the other students interestedly. “No, not taxes,” said George.
“There are 3000 transactions a day on the Athens stock exchange alone. People
make huge profits, no sweat, with just a call to their stock broker. An infinitesimal
amount of the profits, say .05%, should be withheld for a better social security
system, education, and the like”. The idea seemed to sweep us off our feet until
George began to talk about retiring with all the money to the island of Poca Poca,
some “sandwich island” in the South Pacific where sandwiches cost $0.05 and
no doubt, people work for starvation wages serving the rich, the clever, and the
lazy.




This last realization was very jarring. It was like a knock over the head and
came as a reminder that if we are ever going to accomplish our perfect
universe, we must first overcome our own human tendencies toward greed,
dishonesty, and self-gratification at the expense of others. Whom could we
trust? Could we trust ourselves? “Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts
absolutely,” Montesquieu had said. We realize this the moment we place
someone in a position of power, as our study of human history shows. Plato
had proposed the idea of the “Philosopher King” as the only solution. The
trouble is philosophers do not rule and kings do not philosophize. Few are
the exceptions, and dreamers - such as Socrates, Mahatma Gandhi, Abraham
Lincoln, Martin Luther King, John Lennon, the Jewish prophets, the Christian
martyrs, and Jesus Christ himself - all had strangely similar ends.

Ultimately, the promise of the Kingdom of Heaven is made only to those who are
pure in spirit. If we can perhaps start by making spiritual changes in ourselves,
perhaps then and only then the rest of the world will follow. Meanwhile, we
are back to advertising in the Classifieds, on the Internet, and in our prayers,
“Wanted: A Philosopher King.

Note from Lily:

In the following lesson the students read precisely this piece of writing you have
just read which summarizes their classroom experience. Their faces evinced
great interest as they recognized their own ideas enhanced. They had made a
personal investment and had understood that what they had contributed really
counts.

ECCE Speaking at a Glance

e Aim for the A and B levels
- To increase confidence
e | earn appropriate functions
- Asking for clarification: e.g., “Sorry, | didn’t catch what you said.”
- Giving an opinion: e.g., “If you ask me...”
- Offering advice: e.g., “If | were you, I'd...”
o Use cohesive devices correctly for flowing speech
(Especially in Stages 3 & 4)
- Remember “moreover” and “therefore” are not usually used in
informal speech
e Use conversation stages
- Hesitating: e.g., “Hmmmm....let me think about that for a minute”
- Taking the initiative: e.g., “By the way...”
- Checking understanding: e.g., “Let me see if | got that....”
(then summarize understanding)
e Main Assessment Criterion: Overall Communicative Effectiveness
- Ability to exchange information
- Level of complexity when discussing a topic
- Level of independence
- Level of listening comprehension
- Ability to elaborate and initiate
® Remember it’s not just grammar and vocabulary!

The Communicative English Teaching Test (CETT)

The Communicative English Teaching Test (CETT) has been developed

in response to an emerging need for a reliable indicator of a teacher’s
knowledge of both the content and methodology of teaching English as a
foreign language. The CETT was researched and designed especially for
Greece and the Balkan countries by a team of experienced professionals

in language teaching, testing and teacher training at the Hellenic American
University, as well as other international experts from the field of testing and
teacher education.

The aim of the CETT is to enable novice teachers and those who aspire to
become language teachers to obtain official certification of their knowledge
and skills in order to gain employment. The CETT is also designed to allow
school owners and Directors of Studies to be able to better select suitable
candidates for teaching positions.

The CETT comprises two papers, Methodology and Language Awareness,
and takes three and a half hours to complete. It is offered three times a
year. The first administration of the CETT took place in January 2007,

with participants from all over mainland Greece and the islands. The next
scheduled test date is June 16, 2007.

For more information about the CETT or to register for the test,
please call 210-3680900.
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“0 ORFEAS...otnv EAAnvoapepikaviky ‘Evwon”

H ENAnvoapepikavikr) ‘Evwan, Je YV@OUova ToV PWTOTIOPLAKG oxedlaoud mpa-
KTIKWV €QAPUOYWV Kal v KAAUTEQN Kal ArOTEAEOUATIKOTEPN EEUTINPETNOT)
oag, Bpioketat omv guxGplotn B€on va oag mapouctdoet 10 OAOKANPWHEVO
ouotnpa online yypagwv, ORFEAS.

To otuomua eyypapwv ORFEAS a&lomolel Tig duvatdmreg mG auyxpovng
TeXVOAOYiag kal erutayuvel pe armid ripata m dladikaoia eyypaens twv uadn-
TV 0ag yla g e€etdoelg tou Mavernomuiou Tou Michigan kat tou Hellenic
American University.

MapdAAnAa pe mv nAekTpovikn urtoBoAr| Twv atmoewv, 0 ORFEAS, oag mapé-
XEL TIAE0V TIANB0G BUVATOTHTWY OXETIKA [ TV KataBoAr Twv EEETAOTPWY, TO
TIPGYPAuUA Kat Ta aroTeAéopata Twv EEETATEWV.

0 ORFEAS épxetal va mpoateBel 0Tov Katdhoyo Twv KaVOTOULWV ToU OXedL-
et kau el0dyel n EAAnvoapepikavikr) ‘Evwon atov xwpo mg ekmaideuong Kat
anoteAel evepyr| avianokplon 0TS avaykes oag.

2ag mpookahoUpe va monynBeite omv wtooehida tou (hitp://orfeas.hau.gr)
Kat va alorouoeTe TIg duvatomTeEg Tou.

Preparation Course for the Communicative English Teaching Test (CETT)

This course helps participants to prepare for the Communicative English Teaching Test (CETT), by focusing on the components and tasks which feature in the

Test.
The course lasts 15 hours and is a weekend course. Day 1 examines Paper 1 Methodology, while day 2 examines Paper 2 Language Awareness.
The next CETT preparation course will take place Saturday & Sunday, in Athens and Thessaloniki.

For more information please call 210-3680900.

ANNOUNCEMENT

ECCE EXAMS DATES Written Test: May 19, 2007 0
BCCE/ALCE EXAMS DATES Written Test: June 23, 2007

Edv embupeite va Aappdavete evnuépwan HEOW NAEKTPOVIKOU Tayudpopeiou (e-newsletter) yia 0Aeg Tig dpaompLdmTeg mg
EAAnvoapepikavikng ‘Evwong, oteite nAekTpoviko prvupa otnv dleubuvon support@hau.gr, Bdlovtag oto subject: newsletter.




