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 1.  Which of the following ideas is not directly relevant for a 
response to Task 1?

  A.  The purpose of this ‘critical review’ assignment is to 
develop students’ writing skills, regardless of what they 
are writing about – books, series, movies, or even games.

  B.  Instead of expecting students to memorize information, 
teachers should assign tasks that develop critical thinking 
and learner autonomy.

  C.  Students will be more engaged in the assignment, and 
devote more effort to it, if they can write about a topic of 
their choice, one they are genuinely interested in.

 2.   Which of the following ideas is not directly relevant for a 
response to Task 2?

  A.  Audiovisual entertainment may be highly attractive, 
especially to the young, but the sense of satisfaction 
felt after finishing a book will always keep many young 
people interested in literature.

  B.  Reading requires a great deal of unbroken attention. 
In today’s media-saturated world, there are so many 
distractions that young people are unlikely to spend their 
free time with a book.

  C.  Teachers can stimulate students’ interest in a book or 
novel by showing the class a movie or documentary on a 
related topic.

“A dying art form,  

literature has lost its 

appeal in a cultural 

landscape dominated by 

increasingly sophisticated 

audiovisual media.”

60% - young video 

games enthusiasts that 

achieve the highest 

grades at high school 

Task 1: Article
For their ‘critical review’ assignment, students at Rosewood High School can now write about movies, series, and even video games, 
not just literary novels. Some teachers and students think this is not a good idea. Write an article for a student magazine about 
the effects of setting assignments in which students can write about audiovisual entertainment (series, movies, and video games) 
instead of books, and give your opinion about this policy. Include at least one piece of information given above to support your 
response.

Task 2: Essay
It has been claimed that today’s young people have lost interest in reading for pleasure and spend their free time enjoying  
audiovisual entertainment (movies, TV series, and video games) instead. To what extent do you agree with this view? Write an essay 
addressing this topic and give your views about it. Include at least one piece of information given above to support your response.

- government survey

EDUCATION 1

PART 1

SECTION 1  Focusing on Prompt A

1   Study the information sources and the composition tasks for Prompt A. Then, answer the multiple-choice questions.

- The Institute for Education Research - Barbara Rose, journalist
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2   Questions 5 through 8 refer to the following four statements, A, B, C, and D.

Far from interfering with academic progress, an interest in video games has actually  

 been linked with above-average performance at school.A

The idea that audiovisual media are becoming “increasingly sophisticated” suggests that these forms of entertainment,  including video games, are already comparable with literary novels in terms of intellectual advancement.

D

The fact that young people are apparently spending less time reading, compared to watching movies and series,  
 does not necessarily mean that they invest less interest in this activity.

C

 3.  Which of these ideas could be used in Task 1, to argue 
against Rosewood High School’s new policy?

  A.  By writing intelligently about popular entertainment, 
some of the students may realize that their career 
ambition is to become journalists and professional 
reviewers.

  B.  Teachers should narrow down the subject of the 
assignment to books only. Otherwise, students may have 
so many choices of topic that they cannot decide on one.

  C.  Writing about movies, series and video games will give 
students the chance to enrich their written assignment 
with visuals – a shot from a movie, for example.

 4.  Which of these ideas could be used in Task 2, to argue for 
the opinion described in the task?

  A.  These days, many novels are specifically aimed at young 
audiences. In many bookstores, the ‘Young adult fiction’ 
section is filled with highly popular books.

  B.  Far from taking young people’s attention away from 
books, movies can stimulate their interest in literature. 
Many movies are based on novels, which young fans of 
the motion picture will gladly read.

  C.  Young people are at an age where they most want to get 
together and ‘hang out’. Movies can be enjoyed together 
with friends. Reading, however, is a solitary activity.

 5.  Which statement could be used in a composition for  
Task 1, to refer to Source 2? 

  A.  
       

B.  
       

C.  
       

D.  

 6.  Which statement could be used in a composition for  
Task 2, to refer to Source 1?

  A.  
       

B.  
       

C.  
       

D.  

 7.  Which statement could be used in a composition for  
Task 1, to refer to Source 3?

  A.  
       

B.  
       

C.  
       

D.  

 8.  Which statement could be used in a composition for  
Task 2, to refer to Source 3?

  A.  
       

B.  
       

C.  
       

D.  
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B One commentator has already proclaimed literature to be “a dying art form”, and this is certainly true in the case  
 of today’s young people, who are spending less and less time reading.
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 0 devours novel after novel 

 1 while away their free hours 

 2 binge-watching TV series 

 3 crack a book 

 4 high-flyer 

 5 young video game aficionados 

 6 are into 

 7 the bottom line 

 8 need be no barrier to 

 9 on the contrary 

 10 conducive to outstanding 

  academic performance 

 A open a book and study 

 B does not necessarily prevent 

 C the most important point 

 D pass their leisure time in a relaxing way 

 E young people who are keen on playing video games 

 F watching multiple episodes one after the other 

 G likely to lead to exceptional achievement at school 

 H enjoy 

 I successful student 

 J reads many books quickly and with enthusiasm ü

 K quite the opposite, in fact 

J

SECTION 2  Focusing on language (1)

1   Before you read the article on page 17, which was written by a student named Anna, study the list of words and phrases (items 1 
through 10) that Anna has used in her composition. Match each of these words and phrases to one of the paraphrases (A through 
K), as in the example (0). Do the same for the rest of the items 11 through 20 and paraphrases L through U.
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 11 usually associated with 

 12 scholarly achievement 

 13 may come as some surprise to 
 14 diehard traditionalists 

 15 dismissed as inferior 

 16 on a par with books 

 17 are not a far cry from 

 18 she is right on the money 
 19 worthy of being discussed 
 20 give a round of applause to 

 L of a quality equal to that of novels 
 M which people most often consider related to 
 N might seem quite unusual to 
 O people who strongly oppose change 
 P seen as lower in quality 

 Q academic success 

 R congratulate 

 S are not greatly dissimilar to 
 T she is absolutely right in what she says 
 U good enough to be analysed 
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2   Now, read Anna’s article and choose the correct answer choices to questions 1 through 5. You may 
need to use your dictionary.

 1. What is the most probable reason Anna decided to use the word ‘aficionados’ in the third sentence of Paragraph 2?

  A. to avoid repeating the word ‘enthusiasts’, which already appears in Source 2
  B. to use humor to amuse the reader, as this word is old-fashioned and unusual 

 2. Which of the following also means ‘to eat something hungrily or quickly’?

  A. discuss B. devour C. dismiss

 3. What is the most probable reason Anna decided to use the word ‘scholarly’ in the last sentence of Paragraph 2?

  A. to express her negative opinion, as the word ‘scholarly’ means ‘boringly academic’
  B. to avoid unnecessary repetition, as she already used the word ‘academic’ in the same paragraph

 4. In the last sentence of Paragraph 3, why might ‘dismissed’ be considered a better choice of words than ‘considered’?

  A. This word has a more specific meaning: ‘consider something not worth paying attention to’. 
  B. This word is used more frequently and therefore makes the text easier to understand. 

 5. Which of the following is more commonly used in informal English?

  A. worthy of being discussed B. need be no barrier C. be right on the money

WE MUST BROADEN OUR IDEA OF WHAT STUDENTS CAN STUDY IN SCHOOL

Let’s imagine three high-school students. The first, ‘Paul’, devours novel after novel in his spare time. The other two, ‘Alice’ 
and ‘Jim’, while away their free hours playing video games and binge-watching TV series, respectively. Unlike Paul, Alice 
and Jim rarely crack a book unless they have a school assignment to do. Which of these three hypothetical students do 
you think achieves the highest grades?

If your answer is Paul, the bookworm, you could be wrong. The high-flyer is just as likely to be the gamer, Alice. According 
to the Institute for Education Research, 60% of young video game aficionados attain the highest grades at school. 
Presumably, the same could also be true of high-school students who are into TV series, like Alice. The bottom line here is 
that, contrary to popular belief, a preference for certain forms of audiovisual entertainment, such as video games and TV 
series, need be no barrier to academic progress. On the contrary, these leisure pursuits seem to be just as conducive to 
outstanding academic performance as reading, a pastime usually associated with exceptional scholarly achievement.

 This may come as some surprise to opponents of Rosewood High School’s policy of allowing students to write about 
movies, TV series and video games – and not just written novels – for their ‘critical review’ assignments. Diehard 
traditionalists may insist that books are superior in terms of intellectual value and suitability for scholarly critical analysis. 
However, given that the academically-inclined are just as keen on movies, series and video games as they are on books, 
why should the former be dismissed as inferior from an educational perspective?

 Personally, I prefer reading to watching series or playing video games, but I readily acknowledge that those media have 
evolved, even to the point of being on a par with books in terms of intellectual sophistication and complexity. For example, 
the storylines of some role-playing video games are not a far cry from what you’d find in a classic novel. While I remain 
sceptical about journalist Barbara Rose’s claim that novels are “a dying art form”, she is right on the money when she says 
that audiovisual media are becoming “increasingly sophisticated”. These media should be treated as seriously as books, 
and they are just as worthy of being discussed in a critical review assignment for school.

 So, let’s all give a round of applause to Rosewood High for giving students the freedom to write their critical  
reviews about novels…or about movies…or about TV series…or about video games, as they so wish.  
I, for one, hope that other high schools will follow Rosewood’s example.
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SECTION 3  Focusing on writing techniques and criteria

1   Read Anna’s account of how she wrote her composition and the comments of the teacher who graded this  
composition. Discuss the questions that follow. 

We were given this 

composition task in 

our English class, as 

a practice exercise. 

After we’d had a class 

discussion about our views 

on the topic and shared 

some ideas, we each wrote 

a first draft for homework 

then brought these to the 

next class to discuss with a partner. 

My partner, Mike, said he liked 

the way my article started with a 

hypothetical scenario. He said: 

“You draw the reader in with a 

story then reveal the significance 

of that story. It’s a good way to 

grab the reader’s interest, right 

off the bat. That’s what an article 

should do.”

Comments of the teacher  
       who marked the composition

Task Completion  The writer has successfully integrated two of 

the sources. I say ‘integrated’, not just ‘included’, for two reasons. 

Firstly, Source 2 is used to develop an interesting introduction, 

in the form of a hypothetical scenario based on the fact that 

young people who play video games are also likely to achieve 

high grades. (This hypothetical scenario is also one of the 

reasons I have awarded a high grade for Authorial Voice, as the 

scenario and the direct address to the reader in the introduction 

are immediately engaging and stylistically original.) Secondly, 

when referring to Source 3, the quote, the writer does not just 

repeat the statement but expresses some reservations about 

it, commenting that while she takes issue with the claim that 

literature is “a dying art” she does agree with the view that visual 

media have grown in sophistication.

Development  The writer elaborates on her ideas well and 

provides clear explanations of her main claims. She gives the 

example of video game storylines to justify her claim that these 

games are highly advanced. The logical organization of the first 

two paragraphs is interesting and original. The writer begins by 

describing a situation (namely, the finding that young people 

who play video games are also capable of achieving outstanding 

school grades) then draws a conclusion from this situation in the 

final two sentences of the second paragraph (“The bottom line 

is here is that…a pastime usually associated with high academic 

achievement.”)

Language  The writer uses a range of idiomatic vocabulary (e.g. 

‘crack a book’, ‘bookworm’, ‘binge-watching’, ‘is right on the money’), 

as is appropriate in an article for a popular magazine for students. 

There is also a range of more formal language (e.g. ‘leisure 

pursuits’, ‘from an educational perspective’) that is appropriate to 

the theoretical discussion.

Discuss
Discuss:

Anna,  
on writing 

the composition
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 1.  What did both Anna’s classmate, Mike, and the teacher who marked the composition, find impressive about the organization 
of the first two paragraphs?

 2. What does the teacher mean when she says that Anna ‘integrated’ two sources?

 3.  In which of the criteria (Task Completion, Development, Language, or Authorial Voice) did the teacher award marks for the 
way Anna gives the example of video game storylines?

 4. Why does the teacher mention Anna’s use of the expression ‘crack open a book’?
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SECTION 4  Focusing on language (2)

“ …the other two, ‘Alice’  and ‘Jim’ , while away their free hours binge-watching TV series  and playing video games ,  
respectively.”

“ However, given that the academically-inclined are just as keen on series and video games   as they are on  books ,  
why should the former be dismissed…?” (... and not the latter)?

1   Look at the structures in the box above that Anna has used in her composition. Use these structures to rephrase sentences (1) 
through (4), as in the example (0). 

 0  Newtown University was founded in 1890 and Orwell College was founded in 1920.
  Newton University and Orwell College  .

 1  Paterson University has a dropout rate of 10%, while Oakwood College has a dropout rate of only 5 %.
  Paterson University and Oakwood College have 

   .

 2  If given the choice, most students would prefer morning sports classes to sports classes that take place in the evening.
   If given the choice between morning sports classes and sports classes that take place in the evening, most students 

   .

 3  Professor Barnes, who has ten years’ teaching experience, and Professor Sanders, who has five years’ teaching experience, both 
have high approval ratings from their students.

   Professor Barnes and Professor Sanders, who 

    , both have high approval ratings from their students.

 4 Ancient Greek and Latin were both taught at my high school but Latin was an optional subject.
  Ancient Greek and Latin were both taught at my high-school but 

   .
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(1) Personally, I prefer reading to watching series or playing video games, but I readily acknowledge that those media have 

evolved, even to the point of being to a par with books in terms of intellectual sophistication and complexity.  

(2) For example, the storylines of some role-playing video games are not a far cry from that you’d find in a classic novel. 

(3) While I remain sceptical about journalist Barbara Rose’s claim that novels are “a dying art form”, she has completely 

right when she says that other visual media are becoming “increasingly sophisticated”. (4) These media should to be 

treated as seriously as books, and they are just as worthy of being discussed in a critical review assignment for school.

 in terms of appearance

 “These die-hard traditionalists may insist that books are superior in terms of intellectual value and suitability for 
scholarly critical analysis.”

“…they are often on a par with books in terms of intellectual sophistication and complexity.”

“…the storylines of some role-playing video games are not a far cry from what you’d find in a classic novel.”

2   In her composition, Anna compares audiovisual media (movies, series, and video games) to written novels, using the phrases and 
structures in the box above. Use these phrases and structures to rephrase sentences (1) to (6), as in the example (0).  

 0 The appearance of a typical university campus is comparable to that of an office complex.
  A typical university campus is comparable to an office complex  .

 1 The style of modern literature is fundamentally different from that of classical literature.
  Modern and classical literature are different  .

 2 The quality of teaching at this high school rivals that at some of the best universities.
  The teaching at this high school is  .

 3 There is not much difference between school and the real world of work.
  School is  .

 4 The methodology of modern teaching differs significantly from the methodology of old education systems.
  Modern teaching and old education systems are  .

 5 Thanks to excellent teaching, the students’ knowledge has reached the same level as that of their teachers.
  Thanks to excellent teaching, the students’ knowledge is  .

 6 There is such a lack of discipline at this school that teaching class feels like trying to train wild animals!
  There is such a lack of discipline at this school that teaching class  .

3   Below is a paragraph from Anna’s first draft, which she had not yet checked and edited. The paragraph contains four language 
errors, one in each sentence. Find the errors and correct them. Then, with a partner, compare the errors each of you managed to 
find. Did you both manage to find all four errors? Did you both correct these errors in the same way?
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SECTION 5  Focusing on language (1)

1   Before you read the essay on page 22, which was written by a student named John, study the list of words and phrases (items 1 
through 10) that John has used in his composition. Match each of these words and phrases to one of the paraphrases (A through 
K), as in the example (0). Do the same for items 11 through 20 and paraphrases L through U.
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 0 is in decline 

 1 increasingly predominant 

 2 the culprit 

 3 remains a moot point 

 4 does hold true 

 5 closely bound up with 

 6 mentally taxing 

 7 intrinsically 

 8 mental engagement 

 9 easily digestible entertainment 

 10 are ineluctably drawn to 

 A is still open to debate 

 B intellectual stimulation 

 C entertainment that is simple and easy to understand 

 D the cause of the problem 

 E ever more influential 

 F are inevitably attracted to 

 G clearly related to 

 H unpleasantly demanding for the brain 

 I is becoming less and less important ü

 J is indeed accurate 

 K naturally  

I

21

 11 deterred by the difficulty 

 12 ubiquitously promoted 

 13 hype 

 14 rarely occasions 

 15 widespread publicity 

 16 become all the rage 

 17  capture young people’s  
imaginations 

 18 being eclipsed 

 19 be countered 

 20 for the benefit of 

 L grow extremely popular 

 M in order to help 

 N extensive promotion 

 O being overshadowed 

 P discouraged by the challenge 

 Q publicized everywhere 

 R fascinate young minds 

 S be reversed 

 T excitement in the media 

 U does not often cause 
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2   Now, read John’s essay and choose the correct answer choices to questions 1 through 5. You may need to use your dictionary.
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It has been claimed that literature is in decline. Pointing to increasingly 
predominant audiovisual media as the culprit, journalist Barbara 
Rose has pronounced literature “a dying art form”. Whether literature 
is “dying” remains a moot point, but Rose’s basic argument does 
hold true in the case of young people. Young people are in fact losing 

interest in reading for pleasure, and this phenomenon is indeed closely 
bound up with the rise of movies, series, and other forms of audiovisual 

entertainment. On close examination, it seems natural that this should be the case.

 In the first place, reading is by nature a difficult and mentally taxing activity, whereas watching movies and series on 
screen is an intrinsically relaxing and undemanding pastime. Of course, there are exceptions, in that some of the 
more advanced movies and series demand a great deal of attention and mental engagement; but it remains true, 
on the whole, that watching moving images on a screen is easier than reading words, sentences and paragraphs 
on a page. Whatever the reasons for this may be, the degree to which reading exercises the brain is not always 
pleasurable. To give a personal example, I love to read for pleasure but still find myself reaching for the television 
remote at times when I am feeling tired and in need of easily digestible entertainment. This may also be true for 
a large number of other young people as well, and to an even greater extent, so that these young people are 
ineluctably drawn to the ease of watching movies or series and deterred by the difficulty of reading.

 Additionally, the irresistible attraction of audiovisual entertainment no doubt has much to do with the way movies, 
series and video games are ubiquitously promoted. The hype surrounding the release of a new movie or series 
is visible everywhere, from billboards to online social media, but the publication of a new book is rarely the 
occasion for such widespread publicity. For this reason, few books become all the rage or capture young people’s 
imaginations in the same way that heavily marketed movies and series do.

 Due to the factors described above, literature is indeed being eclipsed by on-screen, audiovisual entertainment, 
at least among young people. The question, now, is how this trend can be countered, and reading for pleasure 
popularized, for the benefit of young people and their intellectual and personal development.

 1.  Which of the following also means ‘use force to trap or take possession of something’?

  A. hold true B. deter C. capture 

 2.  Which of the following is also used when the sun is hidden behind the moon?

  A. eclipsed B. drawn C. bound up

 3.  Which of the following also describes food that can be used by the body?

  A. promoted B. digestible C. taxing

 4.  What is probably the reason John used the word ‘intrinsically’, instead of ‘naturally’, in sentence 1 of paragraph 2?

  A. to express a positive attitude toward his subject by using a word with a positive connotation.
  B. to avoid unnecessary repetition, as the phrase ‘by nature’ already appears in the same sentence.

 5.  Why might ‘ubiquitously’ in sentence 1 of paragraph 3, be considered a better choice of words than ‘widely’?

  A. This word has a more specific meaning, i.e. ‘in a way that can be seen or perceived everywhere’.
  B. This word is a technical term that describes a particular type of marketing strategy.
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SECTION 6  Focusing on writing techniques and criteria

1   Now, read John’s account of how he wrote his essay and the comments of the teacher who graded this 
composition. Discuss the questions that follow. 
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Comments of the teacher  
       who marked the compositionJohn,  

on writing 
the composition

Discuss
Discuss:

Our teacher assigned this 

composition task in class, as 

exam practice. The time limit 

was 45 minutes – the same as 

in the actual ECPE exam. I like 

writing compositions in this way. 

It helps you get used to the 

time limit and also practice 

writing by hand – which, let’s face it, isn’t 

as easy as typing on a word processor. 

Having said that, I also think it’s useful, 

especially in the early stages, to practice 

writing without a time limit and to type 

on a word processor, so that you can 

develop your writing skills fully and try out 

different techniques. You should take 

time to analyse what you’ve written and 

consider how you can improve it – for 

example by removing unnecessary parts, 

adding new details, or changing words, 

all of which you can do easily on a word 

processor. Once you’ve mastered the 

basics of good composition, you can 

then take on the challenge of  

completing writing tasks within a fixed 

time limit and writing by hand.

Task Completion and Development  The task requires students 

to explain whether or not they agree with the view that young 

people no longer read for pleasure because they prefer audiovisual 

entertainment. The writer expresses his agreement with this view 

and supports his argument by examining two possible reasons to 

explain young people’s preference for visual entertainment. Opposite 

arguments (i.e. that young people are not turning away from literature 

in favor of audiovisual entertainment) are not examined, but the 

approach the writer has chosen (i.e. ‘argument – reason 1 – reason 

2’) is just as valid as a more standard ‘argument – counter-argument’ 

essay structure. Furthermore, the writer does acknowledge 

multiple viewpoints and contrasting opinions (“Of course, there are 

exceptions…a great deal of attention and mental engagement”). 

The writer’s development of his ideas is logical, coherent, and 

easy for the reader to follow. The introductory paragraph describes 

the general situation (i.e. the claim that young people no longer 

read for pleasure), with reference to Source 3, before presenting a 

clear thesis statement in response to the question posed (“Young 

people are in fact losing interest in reading for pleasure… the rise 

of movies and series.”). The following two paragraphs each begin 

with a clear topic sentence that explicitly signals the subject of the 

paragraph as a whole (e.g. “In the first place, reading is by nature 

a difficult and mentally taxing activity...”). Successive stages of the 

argument are marked with appropriate conjunctions (‘in the first 

place’, ‘additionally’). The writer supports each of his main arguments 

in detail, for example by providing a personal example (“To give a 

personal example… in need of easily digestible entertainment.”).

Language and Authorial Voice  The writer uses a range of idiomatic 

vocabulary (e.g. ‘crack a book’, ‘bookworm’, ‘binge-watching’, ‘is right 

on the money’), as is appropriate in an article for a popular magazine 

for students. There is also a range of more formal language (e.g. 

‘leisure pursuits’, ‘from an educational perspective’) that is appropriate 

to the theoretical discussion.
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 1.  According to John, what are the advantages of writing compositions by hand and within a time limit?

 2.  According to the teacher, what formula defines the structure of John’s essay? Do you think this structure is as effective as one 
based on the formula ‘argument – counter-argument’?

 3.  Which sentence does the teacher identify as the ‘thesis statement’ of John’s composition? Which sentences does he identify as 
‘topic sentences’? What is the function of a thesis statement and a topic sentence?

 4.  Why did the teacher award high marks for Authorial Voice?
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Movies can be educational in the sense that they reveal a lot about modern life.

SECTION 7  Focusing on language (2)

“Of course, there are exceptions, in that some of the more advanced movies and series demand a great deal of attention 
and mental engagement…”

1   In this sentence, John makes a statement (“there are exceptions”) then supports this statement using the conjunction ‘in that’ and 
a clause. Complete the sentences below with the correct justification from the box below, using the conjunction given as in the 
example (0). 

 • They reveal a lot about modern life.   • No special electronic equipment is needed.
• Readers must use their imaginations to mentally visualize scenes.   • The language seems archaic. 

   • Characters and events are visible on screen and do not have to be imagined. 

• insofar as/that    • in as much as    • given that    • in the sense that    • in that    • in view of the fact that

 0 Statement: Movies can be educational. [in the sense that] 

   .

 1 Statement: Old novels are challenging. [in so far as] 

   

   .

 2 Statement:  Reading demands more effort. [in as much as] 

   

   .

 3 Statement:  Watching movies is less demanding. [given that]  

   

   .

 4 Statement:  Reading is a convenient pastime. [in that]

   

   .

 5 Statement:  Technology has made it easier to enjoy audiovisual entertainment. [in view of the fact that] 

   

   .

24
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Novels are studied and critical essays written, in order to develop knowledge and appreciation of literature

“The question, now, is how this trend can be countered, and reading for pleasure [can be] popularized, for the benefit 
of young people and their intellectual and personal development.”

2   In the above sentence, John avoids using unnecessary words by not repeating the auxiliary verbs in the second passive structure, 
which are the same as those in the first, i.e. ‘can be’. Use this technique to rephrase sentences (1) to (6) in the passive voice, as in 
the example (0). 

 0 The students study novels and write critical essays, in order to develop knowledge and appreciation of literature.
   .

 1 The writer describes the characters and develops the story in great detail.
  The characters  

   .

 2 Directors need to target movies at all age groups and make the stories interesting for young and old alike.
  Movies  

   .

 3 Each month, the students had to write one book report and submit the first draft to the class teacher.
  Each month, one book report  

   .

 4 Teachers must teach reading skills and cultivate students’ interest in reading.
  Reading skills  

   .

 5 The authorities are to ban violent video games and restrict access to violent movies.
  Violent video games  

   .

3    Below is part of a paragraph from John’s first draft, which he had not yet checked and edited. The paragraph contains four 
language errors, one in each of sentences 1 and 2 and two in sentence 3. Find the errors and correct them. Then, with a partner, 
compare the errors each of you managed to find. Did you both manage to find all four errors? Did you both correct these errors in 
the same way?

25

(1) Additionally, the irresistible attraction of audiovisual entertainment no doubt is having much to do with the way movies, 

series and video games are ubiquitously promoted. (2) The hype surrounding the release of a new movie or series is 

visible everywhere, from billboards to online social media, but the publication of a new book is rarely the occasion for so 

widespread publicity. (3) For this reason, a few books become all the rage or capture young peoples imaginations in the 

same way that heavily marketed movies and series do.
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PART 2

SECTION 1   Focusing on Prompt B

1   Study the information sources and the composition tasks for Prompt B. Then, answer the multiple-choice questions.

Task 1: Proposal
Lowell University is planning to discontinue courses such as history, philosophy, languages and literature, due to low enrolment 
numbers. Some students and teachers do not agree with this plan, and believe humanities should be prioritized to attract more 
students. Write a proposal to the Dean of Lowell University evaluating the different options, and explain what you think should be 
done. Include at least one piece of information given above to support your response.

Task 2: Essay
Many higher education authorities are placing greater emphasis on university subjects in fields such as science and business, while 
providing less funding for the humanities (e.g. history, philosophy, art, literature). To what extent do you agree with this policy? Write 
an essay addressing this topic and give your views about it. Include at least one piece of information given above to support your 
response.
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- The Office for University Admissions- independent research paper- Pat Bantam, politician

“STEM stands for ‘science,  

technology, engineering  

and mathematics’, and it is 

STEM subjects that represent 

the future of university 

education, not the humanities 

(history, philosophy,  

literary studies, etc.).” 

40% - high school 

students whose current 

choice of career would 

require them to obtain a 

degree in the humanities, 

10% increase since  

last year  

2010-2020 Enrolment numbers
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Discuss
Discuss:

 1.  Which of the following ideas is not directly relevant to 
Task 1?

  A.  Cancelling courses that are less in demand will make 
more resources available for those that attract many 
students, such as STEM courses.

  B.  If these subjects are no longer taught at university level, 
our culture will become poorer. There will be fewer 
writers, fewer artists, fewer performers, fewer original 
thinkers.

  C.  At only eighteen years of age, students are not yet 
   sufficiently mature to take on the responsibilities  
       of university study.

 2.  Which of the following ideas is not directly relevant to 
Task 2?

  A.  There is a common misconception that graduates in 
subjects such as history and literature find it difficult to 
find gainful employment.

  B.  There is no reason why children should not be 
introduced to concepts in philosophy at a young age, 
albeit in simplified form. 

  C.  The challenges that will face our civilization in the future 
can only be met by a generation of expert scientists with 
the best education in their fields.

26
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 3.  Which of the following ideas could be used In Task 1, to 
argue for Lowell University’s new plan?

  A.  STEM subjects are expensive. Engineering students, for 
example, need costly laboratory equipment for practical 
work. The university should therefore direct more of its 
budget into these subjects, by doing away with other 
subjects that are undersubscribed. 

  B.  If the university cuts down its program in this way, its 
prestige will be badly damaged. Our standing in current 
university rankings is bound to fall. 

  C.  Our schools are in great need of well-trained teachers 
in the humanities. The university should continue to 
educate graduates who can then go on to careers in 
teaching.

 4.  Which of the following ideas could be used in Task 2, to 
argue against the policy described in Task 2?

  A.  Many employers complain that young graduates do 
not possess job-specific skills. The work market is in 
need of graduates who have more than just theoretical 
knowledge in a humanities subject.

  B.  Culture is an industry that is just as economically 
important as industries like engineering and finance. 
Writers, musicians, performers, directors – these 
professionals contribute as much, if not more, to the 
economy.

  C.  It is by investing in technological and scientific progress 
that countries prosper on the world market, not by 
educating people in how to understand modern art.
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2   Questions 5 through 8 refer to the following four statements, A, B, C, and D.

Nevertheless, degree courses in the humanities are likely to remain popular in the future, as a large number of young 

 people plan on entering careers for which they require a degree in the humanities.A

We urge you to take into account current data on student enrolment, which show that demand for courses in the  humanities has remained steady.
D

The university should bear in mind that many young people intend to enrol on university courses in the humanities  
 in order to fulfil their career ambitions.B

In other words, subjects such as art, history and philosophy are supposedly on the verge of becoming obsolete.  
 Yet this prediction may be exaggerated.

C

 5.  Which statement could be used to incorporate Source 1 
into a composition for Task 1 or Task 2? 

  A.  
       

B.  
       

C.  
       

D.  

 6.  Which statement could be used to incorporate Source 2 
into a composition for Task 1 or Task 2?

  A.  
       

B.  
       

C.  
       

D.  

 7.  Which statement could be used to incorporate Source 2 
into a composition for Task 1?

  A.  
       

B.  
       

C.  
       

D.  

 8.  Which statement could be used to incorporate Source 1 
into a composition for Task 1?

  A.  
       

B.  
       

C.  
       

D.  

27

Unit 1_ECPE_Writing & Speaking_SB_press.indd   27 20/3/22   9:58 μ.μ.



SECTION 2  Focusing on language (1)
1   Before you read the proposal on page 29, which was written by a student named Francesca, study the list of words and phrases 

(items 1 through 10) that Francesca has used in her composition. Match each of these words and phrases to one of the paraphrases 
(A through K), as in the example (0). Do the same for items 11 through 20 and paraphrases L through W.

F
 0 has been so pronounced 

 1 abolishing the programs 

 2 ceasing to offer 

 3 an ill-advised move 

 4 with a view to 

 5 has been greeted with dismay 

 6 repercussions 

 7 dismissal 

 8 faculty 

 9 repurposed 

 10 disposed of 

 A has provoked distress 

 B thrown out   

 C university teachers 

 D negative consequences 

 E an unwise course of action   

 F has been so noticeable ü

 G termination of employment   

 H no longer providing   

 I redesigned for a different use   

 J canceling the courses   

 K with the aim of 
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28

 L something valuable   
 M who have graduated  
 N carry out an assessment   
 O serving the needs of   
 P become involved in a profession   
 Q population of students   
 R something that is required   
 S make sure   
 T keeping 

 
 U in order to achieve this   
 V possible 

  
 W reasonably large 

 11 catering to 

 12 retaining 

 13 pursue a career 

 14 an asset 

 15 a prerequisite 

 16 substantial 

 17 potential 

 18 student body 

 19 to this end 

 20 who hold a degree 

 21 conduct a review 

 22 ascertain 
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2   Now, read Francesca’s proposal and choose the correct answer choices to questions 1 through 5. You may need to use your dictionary.
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 1. Which of the following can be used to warn someone against doing something?

  A. potential B. substantial C. ill-advised

 2. Which of the following also means ‘a refusal to consider something as important’?

  A. asset B. faculty C. dismissal

 3. In sentence 4 of the last paragraph, why might ‘to this end’ be considered a better choice of words than ‘in order to achieve this’?

  A. This phrase is short and therefore does not interrupt the flow of the sentence.
  B. The word ‘end’ has a specific meaning: ‘an aim that is difficult to achieve’.

 4. In the third bullet point in the second set of bullets, what is probably the reason Francesca used the word ‘conduct’ and not ‘carry out’?

  A. By using just one word, Francesca keeps to the maximum number of words for this composition.
  B. ‘Conduct’ is more formal, and more suitable for a proposal.

 5. In the third title of Francesca’s proposal, why might ‘retaining’ be considered a better choice of words than ‘keeping’?

  A. The verb ‘retain’ is used more frequently than ‘keep’ and makes the text easy to understand.
  B. The verb ‘retain’ has a specific meaning: ‘keep something instead of abolishing or changing it’

AIM of the proposal
The aim of this proposal is to recommend effective courses of action in response to decreasing  
student enrolment in Lowell University’s humanities degree programs. 
The low  student numbers on the aforementioned courses, including literature, languages, and  
visual arts, has been so pronounced that the university authorities are considering abolishing the  
programs in question. It will be argued (1) that ceasing to offer degree programs in the humanities  
would be an ill-advised move, and (2) that the university would be better advised to promote  
these degree programs, with a view to increasing enrolment.

AGAINST discontinuing arts degree programs at Lowell University
The news that Lowell University may soon stop offering degree programs in the humanities has been greeted  
with dismay by many students and teachers. This reaction is wholly justified, as the repercussions of this move could include:
-  the dismissal of a large number of Lowell University faculty and staff who are currently employed to teach humanities subjects;
-  a drop in revenue from lost tuition fees that would otherwise have been paid by students enrolling on humanities degree programs;
-  the disuse of buildings (e.g. seminar rooms), equipment (e.g. electronic audiovisual equipment), resources (e.g. holdings in 

the university library), and materials (e.g. student worksheets), all of which will have to be either repurposed or disposed of,  
if no longer used for teaching; 

-  damage to Lowell University’s reputation as a modern institution of higher education that provides a wide range of degree 
programs catering to all students.

FOR retaining, improving and promoting humanities degree programs
The demand for courses in the humanities is likely to rise in the future. A recent survey by an independent research project 
found that 40% of the respondents, aged 12 to 16 years, hoped to pursue a career in which an arts degree is an asset or a 
prerequisite, and increase of 10% since last year. This number represents a substantial potential student body, which Lowell 
should seek to attract to its humanities programs in the future. 
To this end, the university should:
- promote its humanities programs more widely, e.g. with commercials on television;
- provide high schools with information about career opportunities for university graduates who hold a degree in the humanities;
-  conduct a review of all humanities courses, in order to ascertain how these programs might be improved to better meet students’ needs.

We hope that the Dean and the other members of the university authorities will take into account the above information and act 
on the recommendations provided.

Unit 1_ECPE_Writing & Speaking_SB_press.indd   29 20/3/22   9:59 μ.μ.



30

SECTION 3  Focusing on writing techniques and criteria

1   Read Francesca’s account of how she wrote her proposal and the comments of the teacher who graded this  
composition. Discuss the questions that follow. 
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Francesca,  
on writing 
the composition

I like writing proposals. With 

any type of text, there 

are certain conventions, 

such as making a clear 

thesis statement in the 

introduction of an essay. 

Where proposals are 

concerned, I think the main 

conventions are: brevity 

and clarity. This makes sense when 

you consider that the person who 

reads a proposal is probably sitting 

in a busy office with hundreds of 

things to attend to. You therefore 

have to deliver information in as 

non-nonsense and efficient a way 

as possible, so that the text is easy 

for the reader to process quickly. 

What makes life easier for the 

reader also makes the writer’s life 

easier, because you already have 

a formula to stick to.

Task Completion  This proposal fully meets the requirement to 

‘[evaluate] the different options and explain what you think should 

be done’. The writer examines the repercussions of the first option 

(i.e. abolishing humanities courses) and forcefully expresses her 

support for the alternative (i.e. upgrading these same courses). 

Additionally, the writer integrates one of the information sources 

into her proposal, by accurately interpreting the implications of 

the trend highlighted by Source 2 (i.e. a projected rise in demand 

for courses in the humanities).

Development  In the first paragraph, the writer provides context 

by describing the situation; clearly states her main argument in 

regard to this situation; and sets out the successive stages in 

which she will present her argument. This approach is perfectly 

suitable to the text type (i.e. a proposal). Providing comprehensive 

information about purpose and content at the beginning of a text 

is business-like and professional.

Language  The writer maintains a formal register, as is 

appropriate in a formal proposal. She shows awareness of slight 

but important differences in meaning (e.g. the difference between 

an ‘asset’ and a ‘prerequisite’).

Authorial Voice  The writer asserts her ideas forcefully while 

always maintaining a polite and professional tone. The closing 

statement is particularly impressive in this respect. The reader 

is left in no doubt as to the importance of the issues raised, as 

well as the writer’s strong views on these issues, yet the wording 

is respectful and business-like. The concise and structured 

presentation (e.g., the bullet points) also have a positive effect 

on the reader, as this format makes information immediately 

comprehensible.

Comments of the teacher  
       who marked the composition

 1.  What does Francesca describe as the ‘conventions’ of proposals? Do you think she has managed to follow these conventions 
in her composition?

 2.  According to the teacher, how does Francesca’s composition ‘[evaluate] the different options’ and ‘explain what you think 
should be done’?

 3.  Why does the teacher describe Francesca’s introduction as “business-like and professional”?

 4.  Why do you think the teacher considers Francesca’s polite tone to be important?

Discuss
Discuss:
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the concepts in question
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SECTION 4  Focusing on language (2)

“The low student numbers on arts degree courses  , such as literature, languages, and visual arts, has been so pronounced 
that the university authorities are considering abolishing the programs in question  .”

1   In this sentence, Francesca has used a synonym (i.e. ‘programs’) to refer twice to the same things (i.e. ‘courses’), without 
unnecessary repetition. The phrase ‘in question’ makes it clear to the reader that what is being referred to (i.e. the programs) has 
already been mentioned. Use this technique and the words in the box to complete sentences (1) through (4), as in the example (0).

• issue    • traits    • limits    • tools    • concepts

 0  Of course high school students should be introduced to new ideas in the field of science, despite the complexity of 
 .

 1  There are certain characteristics that all teachers should possess in order to meet the requirements of the job, but I doubt that 
good dress sense is one of  .

 2  The major problem at the school is that teachers are not given enough freedom to teach as they wish, yet the school’s 
administrators have so far refused to discuss  .

 3  There need to be restrictions on how much students can rely on the internet when writing assignments, and students need to be 
informed of the rationale behind  .

 4  Advances in technology have led to a wide range of new teaching equipment. Yet it is still not clear whether teachers have the 
knowledge to make the most of  .
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The willingness of many students to help teach their younger peers

32

2   Nominalization means using the noun form of another word (e.g. a verb or adjective), for example ‘decision’ instead of ‘decide’, 
or ‘simplicity’ instead of ‘simple’. Francesca has used this device to list bullet points in the second section of her proposal. 
Nominalization is also useful for making sentences shorter and more direct, and it is used frequently in formal, official texts, such 
as proposals. Rephrase sentences (1) through (6) by using nominalization of the underlined parts of the original sentences, as in 
the example (0).

 0 Many students are willing to help teach their younger peers, and this shows the community spirit within the school.
   shows the community spirit within the school.

 1 The old education system has been reformed, and this has led to numerous improvements.
    has led to numerous 

improvements.

 2 Teachers object to the new measures, and this mainly has to do with the increased workload.
    mainly have to do with the 

increased workload.

 3 The fact that these languages are similar makes them easier to learn.
   makes them easier to learn.

 4 The fact that grades have increased is largely due to improved discipline. 
    is largely due to improved 

discipline.

 5 Many history course books fail to describe the way in which ordinary people contribute to major historical turning points.
   Many history books fail to describe  

to major historical turning points.

 6 We must not forget the fact that many students prefer to study individually, rather than in groups.
   We must not forget   

for studying individually, rather than in groups.

3   Below is part of a paragraph from Francesca’s first draft, which she had not yet checked and edited. The paragraph contains four 
language errors, one in each sentence. Find the errors and correct them. Then, with a partner, compare the errors each of you 
managed to find. Did you both manage to find all four errors? Did you both correct these errors in the same way?

(1) Despite enrolment on arts courses at Lowell has been low, the demand for these courses may well rise again in 

the near future. (2) A recent survey by an independent research project found that 40% of the respondents, who aged 

12 to 16 years, hoped to pursue a career in which a humanities degree is an asset or a prerequisite. (3) This number 

represents a substantial potential students’ body, which Lowell should seek to attract to its humanities programs in the 

future. (4) In this end, the university should…
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SECTION 5  Focusing on language (1)
1   Before you read the essay on page 34, which was written by a student named Bill, study the list of words and phrases (items 1 

through 11) that Bill has used in his composition. Match each of these words and phrases to one of the paraphrases (A through M), 
as in the example (0). Do the same for items 12 through 23 and paraphrases N through Y.
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 0 prioritizes 

 1 invest so heavily in 

 2 disciplines 

 3 neglecting 

 4 a sweeping claim 

 5 a steady and ongoing rise 

 6  increasingly advanced and  

widespread 

 7 under their belts 

 8 landing high-status jobs 

 9 be in demand 

 10 extensive career prospects 

 11 a grave mistake 

 A failing to pay proper attention to 

 B a serious error 

 C be popular 

 D attaches greater importance to ü

 E rich job opportunities 

 F a constant and continuing increase 

 G a gross generalization 

 H more and more complex and pervasive 

 I have satisfactorily achieved 

 J university subjects 

 K put so much money into 

 L successfully getting prestigious jobs 

D

 12 underestimate 

 13 acquire a wealth of 

 14 ‘transferable’ skills 

 15 in many lines of work 

 16 solely in terms of 

 17  out of personal interest  
and natural inclination 

 18 purely because 

 19 later on down the line 

 20 pronouncements 

 21 seem short-sighted 

 22 in the ascendant 

 23 relegated to the background 

 N at a subsequent stage 

 O in many different professions 
 P treated as less important 
 Q fail to see the value of 

 R gain an impressive amount of 
 S  because of personal preference and  

individual tendencies 

 T appear to lack vision 

 U declarations 

 V increasing in importance 
 W regarding only 

 X aptitudes that are useful in many different jobs 
 Y for no other reason than 

33
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2   Now, read Bill’s essay and answer questions 1 through 5 by choosing the correct answer choices. You may need to use your dictionary.
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Government higher education funding policy currently prioritizes academic subjects that fall into 
the category of STEM (that is, ‘science, technology, engineering and mathematics’). At the 
same time, humanities subjects, including literature, languages, and philosophy, receive less 
funding. What are the advantages of STEM education that motivate governments to invest 
so heavily in these disciplines? And could this policy give rise to drawbacks, by neglecting the 

benefits of arts subjects?

 According to politician Pat Bantam, STEM subjects “represent the future of university 
education, not the humanities.” This is a sweeping claim, but it is partially accurate. Data from The 

Office for University Admissions show a steady and ongoing rise in undergraduate enrolment on STEM subjects since 2005, 
perhaps due, in part, to changes in the employment market. As technology becomes increasingly advanced and widespread, 
more and more employment opportunities arise for graduates who have specialized in a STEM subject. For example, 
graduates who have computer programming degrees under their belts will have little trouble in landing high-status jobs, as a 
certified expertise in computing will always be in demand in today’s world. By contrast, a degree in an arts subject (e.g. literary 
studies) may not appear to offer so sure a guarantee of highly paid work and extensive career prospects following graduation. 

 Nevertheless, it is a grave mistake to underestimate the value of degrees in the humanities, as Pat Bantam apparently does 
when stating, so categorically, that arts subjects are not the future of higher education.

 To begin with, such degrees have always been, and will always be, an asset in the job market. Although the majority of 
students do not specialize in specifically job-related knowledge and skills – at least not to the same degree as students on 
STEM courses – they still acquire a wealth of ‘transferable’ skills. The ability to read extensively and write to a high standard, 
for example, which students develop while studying courses in literature, can be of use in many lines of work.

 It is also true that the value of a degree cannot be judged solely in terms of the job prospects such a degree provides. Many 
university students choose their degree subjects out of personal interest and natural inclination. Why shouldn’t young people 
choose a degree subject purely because they enjoy that subject and are good at it? They can always consider employment 
options later on down the line. My father, for example, went to university to obtain a classics degree, as he has always been 
passionate about ancient literature. After graduation, he decided to become a journalist.

 All things considered, Pat Bantam’s pronouncements about the future of higher education seem short-sighted. While there is 
no denying that STEM subjects are in the ascendant, there is no reason arts subjects should be relegated to the background.

 1. Which of the following also means ‘controlled behavior learned through training’?

  A. background B. discipline C. prospect 

 2. Which of the following relates directly to the topic of employment?

  A. transferable skills B. be in demand C. in the ascendant 

 3. Which of the following has a similar meaning to ‘solely’?

  A. increasingly B. heavily C. purely

 4. What is probably the main reason Bill used the phrase ‘under their belts’ in sentence 5 of paragraph 2?

  A. to amuse the reader with a visual image that is comical, cartoonish and surreal 
  B. to demonstrate a wide and rich vocabulary by including an idiomatic English expression 

 5.  In sentence 5 of paragraph 2, why might ‘landing high-status jobs’ be considered a better choice  
of words than ‘getting high-status jobs’?

  A. The verb ‘land’ has a specific meaning: get a job by succeeding against competition.
  B. The verb ‘land’ is formal in register and therefore more appropriate to an academic essay.

34
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Comments of the teacher  
       who marked the composition

Task Completion  The writer considers multiple viewpoints, examining 

the case in favor of each type of university subject (STEM subjects and 

humanities subjects) and presenting a fully balanced argument that 

acknowledges the value of both. This balanced argument is clearly evident 

in the conclusion: “While there is no denying that…irrelevant and outdated.” 

Two sources are integrated into the composition (Sources 1 and 3). In the 

case of Source 1, the writer describes the quote critically, explaining that he 

agrees with Pat Bantam’s view to a degree yet disagrees with other aspects 

(i.e. the implication that humanities subjects are of less importance). 

Development  The writer supports a number of points with examples. To 

highlight the value of STEM degrees on the job market, he makes specific 

mention of graduates with computing degrees, and when discussing 

‘transferable skills’ he gives the example of literacy (“The ability to read 

extensively…in many lines of work.”). He also provides an example from his 

own experience, to illustrate his point that humanities students who do 

not initially chose a career can still enter a profession after graduating (“My 

father, for example…as a journalist.”). 

In the first paragraph, the writer describes the issue in detail, so as to provide 

clear context for the discussion that follows. In sentences 3 and 4, he makes 

a clear thesis statement, to inform the reader exactly what this discussion 

will be about. He does this by using the technique of asking questions that 

he will then go on to answer in the main part of the essay: “What are the 

advantages of STEM education…neglecting the benefits of arts subjects? 

The rest of the text is also logically structured, following a typical essay 

format: ‘argument – counter-argument – counter-argument – conclusion’. 

There are appropriate connecting devices (‘by contrast’, ‘nevertheless’, ‘to 

begin with’, ‘also’, ‘all things considered’) to signal changes from paragraph 

to paragraph and within the same paragraph. 

Language and Authorial Voice  Particularly impressive is the writer’s use 

of modifiers (“sweeping claims”, “a grave mistake”. These modifiers make the 

writing more forceful and capable of affecting the reader in a positive way. 

The writer also uses a rhetorical question to make an important point: Why 

shouldn’t young people choose a degree subject purely because they enjoy 

that subject and are good at it?

SECTION 6  Focusing on writing techniques and criteria

1   Now, read Bill’s account of how he wrote his composition and the comments of the teacher who graded this  
composition. Discuss the questions that follow. 

E
D
U
C
A
T
IO

N
P
A
R
T
 2

1

The topic of higher 

education wouldn’t 

normally interest me. 

I don’t plan to go to 

university; after high 

school, I already have a 

job lined up in my dad’s 

construction company. 

However, I think that good 

writers can find interest 

in any topic. It’s just a matter of 

considering matters from the point 

of view of someone to whom that 

topic would be important. Using 

your imagination to put yourself in 

other people’s shoes in this way is a 

bit like writing a fictional story, even 

though you are only writing a short, 

standard essay. (By the way, my 

dad didn’t really study classics and 

he’s not actually a journalist. It’s OK 

to make things up, isn’t it? As long 

as doing so adds something that’s 

relevant, realistic, and interesting 

for the reader.) 

Bill,  
on writing 
the composition

Discuss
Discuss:
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 1.  What two techniques did Bill use in order to make his treatment of the topic more interesting? 

 2.  Why does the teacher credit Bill with presenting a ‘balanced argument’?

 3.  What comment does the teacher make about Bill’s use of ‘connecting devices’?

 4.  What kinds of word does the teacher refer to as ‘modifiers’? What is the effect of these words in Bill’s essay?
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SECTION 7  Focusing on language (2)

“Government higher education funding policy…”
“undergraduate enrolment”

1   In his composition, Bill uses singular nouns as modifiers. This is often a more economical and direct way of writing than using 
prepositions and possessives (e.g. ‘the government’s funding policy for higher education’, ‘enrolment of undergraduates’). Use this 
technique to rephrase the underlined parts of sentences (1) through (5), as in the example (0). 

 0 The university has modernized the facilities on campus.

   

 1 The campus also includes plenty of accommodation for students.
   

 2 A lot of training for teachers focuses on how to engage students’ interest.
   

 3 Graduates need excellent knowledge of computers in order to succeed in the job market.
   

 4 When I worked on the student newspaper, my main responsibility was writing reviews of movies.
   

 5 There is more to education than teaching students how to complete tasks in examinations.
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campus facilities
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as important a use of their time

“….a degree in an arts subject (e.g. literary studies) may not appear to offer so sure a guarantee of highly paid work…”

2   In his composition, Bill has used the sequence of words “so sure a guarantee”. This word order is more economical and direct 
than “a guarantee of highly paid work that is so sure”. It is also more emphatic than “such a sure guarantee of highly paid work”, 
since the adjective ‘sure’ is placed first. Use this technique to rephrase the underlined parts of sentences (1) through (5), as in the 
example (0).

 0  Many high school students prioritize academic subjects but do not consider gym class to be a use of their time that is as 
important.

   

 1 Teachers who are expected to give each student individual attention face a responsibility that is too heavy.
   

 2  Developing full literacy is such a crucial aspect of education that teachers must devote a great deal of class time to helping 
students to read and write.

   

 3 There is perhaps no other theorist who has made a more significant contribution to education methodology.
   

 4 The advent of these technologies has been a change as radical as the invention of the wheel.
   

 5 Imposing fines on high schools that do not meet the required grade averages would be a measure that is too drastic.
   

3   Below is part of a paragraph from Bill’s first draft, which he had not yet checked and edited. The paragraph contains four language 
errors, one in each sentence. Find  the errors and correct them. Then, with a partner, compare the errors each of you managed to 
find. Did you both manage to find all four errors? Did you both correct these errors in the same way?

(1) It is also true the fact that the value of a degree cannot be judged solely in terms of the job prospects such a degree 

provides. (2) Many university students choose their degree subjects out from personal interest and natural inclination.  

(3) Why shouldn’t young people choose a degree subject purely because they enjoy that subject and good at it? …  

(4) My father, for example, went to university to read for a classics degree, as always he has been passionate about 

ancient literature. … 
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Time to write!Time to write!PART 3 Time to write!

1   Below are two ECPE Writing Section prompts on the topic of education, with information sources and each type of task (article, 
proposal, and essay). Choose one of the tasks for each prompt and write your compositions.
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70% of undergraduates 

and 20% of tutors  

in favor of replacing 

final examinations  

with continuous 

assessment.

 Students attaining top grades  
per assessment type

- independent research paper - Joseph Pike, expert in education- The Journal for Higher Education Research

“In a multiple-choice 

test, answers are either 

right or wrong.  

The candidate’s grade 

does not depend on  

the examiner’s opinion.”

Task 1: Article
Brentwood University is planning to replace end-of-year multiple-choice examinations with ‘continuous assessment’, a system 
in which tutors evaluate their undergraduate students’ written assignments, class participation and attendance throughout the 
academic year. However, some claim that final examinations are the best way to assess students, not continuous assessment. Write 
an article for a student magazine about the effects of the proposed change, and give your opinion about this change. Include at 
least one piece of information given above to support your response.

Task 2: Essay
At many universities, final examinations are being replaced by ‘continuous assessment’, a system in which students are graded 
according to their performance throughout the year. What could be the positive and negative effects of this change? Write an essay 
addressing this topic and give your views about it. Include at least one piece of information given above to support your response.

 Final Examinations      Continuous Assessment

30%
attaining 
the top
grade70%

attaining 
the top
grade
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Time to write!Time to write!

Task 1: Proposal
Administrators at Valley High School want to install closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras in all classrooms, to improve student 
discipline and help with teacher observation and training. Some students and teachers do not agree with this plan. Write a proposal 
to the administrative board of Valley High School evaluating the different options, and explain what you think should be done. 
Include at least one piece of information given above to support your response.

Task 2: Essay
Many people maintain that technology has had a positive effect on education. To what extent do you agree with this view? Write 
an essay addressing this topic and give your views about it. Include at least one piece of information given above to support your 
response.
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Year on Year average grade percentages 5 students suspended  

for bad behavior  

before classroom cameras 

were installed in 2015,  

one after installation  

of cameras.

- government research paper - Valley High School web site - Catherine Jones, high school teacher

“With all this new  

technology – and now, 

cameras in the classroom! 

– the day will come when 

we don’t even need human 

teachers anymore!” 

 Year on Year average grade percentages
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